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IN MEMORIAM: CHRISTIAAN HOOYKAAS (1902-1979)
John M. Echols
In th e  la te  afternoon of A ugust 13, 1979, D r. C hristiaan  Hooykaas was killed 
in a tra ffic  accident while rid in g  his bicycle n ea r h is home in The Hague. In te r­
nationally  known as a scholar in th e  field of Balinese s tud ies with special concern  
fo r H indu-B uddhism , his many publications over th e  p ast four o r more decades 
a tte s t to h is p roductiv ity  and v a s t learn ing  in th is  a rea . Thoroughly tra in ed  in 
Indonesian s tu d ie s , he defended his doctoral d isse rta tio n  Tantri, de Middel- 
Javaansche Pahcatantrabewerking a t Leiden in 1929. This was followed b y  some 
y ears  sp en t in  th e  N etherlands East Indies w here he tau g h t and published  severa l 
widely used  Indonesian language re a d e rs , Proza en poezie van oud-Java (1933) 
and Modern Maleis zakelijk proza (1947).
A fte r World War II Hooykaas was appointed R eader in Old Javanese at the  
School of O riental and A frican S tud ies, U niversity  of London. It was h e re  th a t I 
made my f ir s t  acquaintance with C h ris , in m id-1954. On ano ther occasion I v isited  
him a t his home in  Roydon, Essex and recall not only his warm hospitality  and de­
ligh tfu l conversa tion , b u t also his enormous lib ra ry  which occupied much of his 
house. Here he conducted much of his re sea rc h  in  la te r  y ea rs  (and  some of his 
c lasses , I believe) un til he re tire d  from th e  SOAS post and moved to The H ague.
Hooykaas will be reg a rd ed  as a prom inent member of an older group of D utch 
scholars who devoted th e ir  lives to th e  p u rsu it of various aspec ts  of Indonesian 
c u ltu re  and  civilization. His con tribu tion  was g rea t and his p ass in g , while s till 
v igorous and p rod u c tiv e , an especially serious blow to Balinese s tu d ie s . Indeed , 
of those who received  th e ir  doctorates in The N etherlands betw een 1920 and 1940 
some a re  no longer liv ing  b u t , happily , most who a re  continue to produce signifi­
can t m onographs and a rtic les based on th e ir  b road  and deep knowledge of various 
facets of Indonesia, i ts  c u ltu re , h is to ry , and languages.
With Hooykaas's d ea th , a fine gentleman has left u s , b u t he has also be­
queathed  us an im portant legacy of scho larsh ip .
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